'IRAQ
It was also apparent that the application of this policy as
well as the continuation of the offensive against the Turks and
the active extension of British political influence throughout
the wilayet, which H.M. Government put forward as essential
for success of the policy, did not meet the whole-hearted
approval of the Commander-in-Chief in India, of the
Imperial General Staff or of General Maude. The General
Staff in particular wished to assume 'an active defensive5 in
order that men, equipment and shipping might be released
for the needs of the Western Front.3 With the political aspects
of the policy, General Maude found it difficult to be in
full accord. As a soldier he considered the destruction of
Turkish arms to be his first duty, from which his energies
should not be diverted, particularly since he believed that
an early advance would have a substantial moral effect in
Mesopotamia and in adjacent countries.2 Moreover, an
attempt by the Turks to retake Baghdad seemed almost
certain.3 He was reluctant therefore to assume new
responsibilities.
In addition he could not regard as desirable the encourage-
ment of the Arab Movement in Mesopotamia as now urged by
the Foreign Office which held that it was unsound not to take
advantage of the opportunity to exploit Great Britain's Arab
policy4 and to foster a Movement which had proved to be of
, Vol iv, pp 19 ff.
2 Telegram, General Officer Commanding, Baghdad, to Commander-m-Chief,
India, July, 1917, cited, O.H , Vol. iv, p. 27.
8 See O.H., Vol. iv, pp 5, 7, 12, 38-41. For Enxrcr Pasha's abortive Yilderim
or 'Lightning' expedition to retake Baghdad: O.jET., Vol. iv, pp. 8-9, 13 ff., also
Husain Husni Arnin Bey, Yilderim, published by the Turkish General Staff,
translated by Captain C. O. de R. Channer, i.a.; also Liman von Sanders, Gen.
O. V. C., Funfjahre Turkei (Berlin, 1922), pp. 219-33.
4 This policy, in a formula proposed by Sir Mark Sykes, was: 'Towards all
Arabs . . . whether independent allies as Ibn Sa'ud or the Shenf, inhabitants of
protectorates, spheres of influence, vassal states, we should show ourselves as
pro- Arabs, and that wherever we are on Arab soil we are going to back the
Arab language and Arab race, and that we shall support or protect Arabs against
external oppression by force as much as we are able and from alien exploitation.*
Cited Hart, H. B. Liddell, op. cit., p. 105 n.
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